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Director of KS3 Pastoral Progress – Miss Akhtar 
  
Hello everyone! Hope you and your family are keeping 
safe during these unprecedented times. Just a quick 

message from me to introduce the team. We are 
looking forward to you joining Team Hanson in 

September and hope you are as excited as we are. 
Please do not hesitate to get in contact with us 

regarding any questions or concerns you may have. 
See you soon! 

 

KS3 Pastoral Progress Manager   
Mr Holstead 

KS3 Assistant Wellbeing Manager   
Mrs Stewart  

Year 7 Pastoral Assistant   
Mr Marsden  

mailto:transition@hansonacademy.org.uk


 
 
WHAT WILL LIFE BE LIKE AT HANSON SCHOOL? 
 

What are the lessons you will study? 
You will study loads of different subjects at Hanson and lots of different teachers will teach you these.  
Our teachers are specialists in their subject areas so when you go to Science, for example, you will be 
taught by a Science teacher.  The same goes for every subject you will study. 
 
The lessons you will study are: English, Maths, Science, Physical Education, History, Geography, 
Technology (which will include Food Tech, Design Tech and Textiles), Music, Drama, Art, Religious 
Studies, PSHCE (Personal, Social, Health, Citizenship and Economics), Computer Science, Modern 
Foreign Languages (French or Spanish). 
 
Classes are no bigger than 30 students, the same as Primary, and it’s not uncommon for some classes 
to be below 20!  We are a big school with lots of students, but we have more classrooms and more 
teachers to teach you! 
 
What is the school day like? 
Coming to Hanson means a new timetable, new lessons, new teachers and new friends.  You will be 
kept busy during the day and we start early at 8.30am but that also means we finish at 2.50pm.  That 
gives plenty of time to take part in lots of extra-curricular activities after school. 
 
We are open from 7.45 in a morning when students can buy breakfast or meet their friends. After the 
formal day is over the library and other learning areas will be open as clubs and sports activities take 
place. 
 

8.20am You must be in the building early ready to start Period 1 – you don’t want any late 
marks 

8.30am Period 1 Form Time 

9.00am Period 2 – first lesson of the day 

10.00am Period 3 – second lesson of the day 

11.00am Break  

11.10am Period 4 – third lesson of the day 

12.20pm Lunch time 

12.50pm Period 5 – fourth lesson of the day 

1.50pm Period 6 – sixth and last formal lesson of the day 

2.50pm Period 7 or after school clubs 

 



The Building – classrooms, getting around 
Our classrooms are pretty special and cater for the subjects you 
will study.   

• For the more academic subjects like English, Maths, 
Languages, History and Geography etc. the classrooms 
will be similar to the ones at Primary school with desks 
facing the front and whiteboards etc.  Other subjects need 
more specialist classrooms though in order to teach you 
properly so you can reach your full potential.    

• Computer Science will use the ICT rooms where you will 
have your own computer to work on and save all your 
amazing work.   

• The Science labs are a mixture of classroom and Science 
lab where you can carry out fun experiments and record 
your results.  You will even get to use Bunsen burners and loads of other clever scientific 
equipment.   

• Physical Education will use lots of different teaching areas including 2 big sports halls, the gym 
to work out in, dance studios, Goals soccer pitches, athletics track with long jump pits and 
discuss cage.   

• Technology use loads of cool equipment that you will never have used 
before like the laser cutter, sewing machines, kitchens and workstations 
where you can create your amazing projects.  

• Art, Drama and Music have their own studios, classrooms, performing areas 
and recording studios where you develop your skills and really develop your 
creativity. 

 
Our Atrium Restaurant is also pretty impressive.  This is where you will have your 
lunch and break and we have a picnic area outside where you can socialize with 
your friends and eat your lunch.   
 
The school is also split into 2 main buildings.  The main building has 4 floors and lots of stairs (you’ll get 
fit walking around) but it’s really easy to find where you need to go.  We will practice this with you loads 
and within a week you will know all the places you need to be like the back of your hand! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

What is the Hanson Uniform? 
We want our students to look smart and present themselves in the best light as they can.  It’s important 
you look after your uniform and it might be worth putting your name inside it just in case it gets lost! 
 
The uniform is: 

• A Hanson School Tie (Year 7 has a silver stripe).  

• A black blazer (no coats/jackets to be worn inside the school buildings). 

• Black footwear/shoes, boots (worn under trousers) or pumps/trainers (flat or low heeled 
no higher than 6cm and solid black).  

• An ID badge and Lanyard (this will be given to you on your first day, there will be a charge 
for a replacement should you lose it). 

• White school shirt. The collar must be suitable to wear with a tie and be able to be fastened 
up to the neck.  

• Black socks.  
 
Boys:  

• Plain black tailored trousers (not jeans style, no studs or combat style). If a belt is worn it 
should be black. 

Girls 

• Plain black tailored trousers (not stretch pants, leggings, jeans style or combats). If a belt is 
worn it should be black. 

or  
 Black shalwar and hijab worn over a black pinafore, white school shirt and tie. 

 
We don’t allow you to wear jewelry other than a watch and if ears are pierced only wear small studs 
(sleepers, hoops etc. are dangerous when there are so many students about). You will also be asked to 
remove earrings in PE. 
 
PE KIT 
Girls        Boys 
Blue Hanson sweatshirt    Blue Hanson sweatshirt 
Blue Hanson sports shirt               Blue Hanson sports shirt 
Navy blue Hanson shorts                Navy blue Hanson shorts 
Plain navy blue football socks    Plain navy blue football socks 
Optional - Plain navy blue tracksuit bottoms              Optional - Plain navy blue tracksuit bottoms 
 
Footwear - Trainers/pumps for indoors which are CLEAN AND NON-MARKING, trainers/pumps/boots 
for outdoors. 
 
All students have to participate in PE lessons but we are aware that on rare occasions you may be 
injured and not able to fully participate in some lessons please notify and discuss this with your PE 
teacher if this is the case. You will however in most cases be expected to join in by perhaps being a 
referee or similar and will need to bring your PE kit to change into.  
 
 
 



Equipment you’ll need 
When you come to Hanson we expect you to be organised and ready for your lessons.  This is very 
important because you will be moving between lessons and you need to keep your belongings in your 
bag.  When you arrive to lesson you need to be ready with the right equipment so your teacher can 
begin the lesson quickly and you can start learning!   We don’t want you wasting valuable learning time 
searching for a pen and being unable to complete the work.  You will need the following: 
 

• Pens 

• Pencils 

• Ruler (30cm) 

• Rubber 

• Jotter 

• Coloured pencils 

• Calculator (wait until your Maths lesson to find out the type you 
need) 

• Geometry set 

• English dictionary 

• Pencil case 

• Water bottle 
 
 
 

The Key Stage 3 Pastoral Team – what do they do? 
The Pastoral Team are very important members of staff in school who help to look after you.  They will 
get to know you as best as they can in order to support you throughout your studies at Hanson.  You 
will see them coming into your lessons to check on your progress and behaviour and they will also deal 
with situations where you might be upset or worried about things.   
 
The key members of staff are: 

Director of Key Stage 3 Pastoral Progress Miss Akhtar 

KS3 Pastoral Progress Manager Mr. Holstead 

Year 7 Pastoral Assistant Mr. Marsden 

KS3 Assistant Wellbeing Manager Mrs. Stewart 

 
What is Form Time and who are Form Tutors? 
Form time takes place everyday and gives each student the chance to prepare themselves for 
learning. Registers are taken, equipment checks are done and there are a few activities to complete. 
Form time gives you the chance to make friends in Year 7 and is like your Year 7 family.  
 
Form Tutors are teachers and members of staff that will get to know you really well when you start 
Hanson.  You have form time every day and your Form Tutor will be able to help you with any problems 
you might have and be able to celebrate all the amazing new things you will achieve at school.  They 
will also be able to keep in regular contact with your parents/carers and discuss your progress, 
behaviour and attendance. 
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WHAT DO YEAR 7 STUDENTS SAY ABOUT MOVING UP TO HANSON? 
 

The differences between Primary and Hanson: 
“The work is more challenging” 
 

“You will have to go to different buildings, and you will meet other 
students from different Primaries” 
 

“There are a lot more people, its challenging and you have to work 
harder” 
 

“In primary school you stay in one classroom but in secondary school 
you change classrooms and there are different people. The work in 
Primary is also easier” 
 

“You get more choice for your 
lunch and you pay for your food 
using your lanyard/ID card” 

 
“At Hanson you will be given more responsibility and there’s loads of 
after school clubs to join” 
 
 
Top tips from Year 7 students on moving up to Hanson: 

“It is fun and don't mess about, get your head down!” 
 
“It is not as scary as you think and you will 
make friends” 
 
“Listen to your teachers and don't be 
rude” 
 
“Make your bag before school and be 
prepared” 

 
“Find a system to know where your classroom is and set off in plenty of time” 
 
“If you are worried about anything you can speak to your Form Tutor or the Key Stage Hub or any 
teacher” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“You need to 
change rooms for 
different classes” 

 

“Secondary school is 
a lot more fun and 
you can make more 
friends” 

 

“The school is a lot 
bigger and you have 
lots of different of 
teachers” 

 

“It's not scary” 
 

“Be yourself and try 
to make friends 
with people in your 
Form Group” 

 

“Try to answer 
questions in lessons, 
be confident and work 
hard to get stamps in 
your journal” 

 



 

WHAT OPPORTUNITIES ARE THERE AT HANSON? 
 

Residential  
Every year we take our Year 7 students on an exciting and life changing 
residential.  This usually takes place around Easter time and we try to 
take ALL students on this trip.  Next year we will be going to Kingswood, 
Dearn Valley near Doncaster.  You will get the chance to take part in 
activities like archery, high and low ropes, zip wires, night walks, 
climbing, crate stack, scrapheap challenges and loads more.  Check out the link below for more 
information on this. 
 
https://www.kingswood.co.uk/activity-centres/dearne-valley/ 
 
 

Christmas Disco 
We love to get our students involved in organising their own Christmas Disco.  You 
can decorate the main hall and arrange what music will be played, plus organize all 
the games that will be played on the night.  We want students to create the invites 
and take ownership on their first big secondary school celebration evening!  It’s all 

down to you! 
 
 

Extra-curricular activities 
Every day after school, at 2.50pm, your teachers will put on loads of extra-curricular activities in 
different subject areas.  We want Hanson students to join as many of these after school clubs as 
possible.  They will help you make friends with people who have similar interests and also develop your 
skills in that subject plus increase your confidence.  All this is free of charge too!   
 

Here is an example of the extra-curricular timetable for Spring term. 
 
You can see lots of different clubs 
including: 

• Soul band 

• Girls football 

• Athletics 

• Formula 1 Tech club 

• School of Rock 

• Cheerleading 

• Creative writing 

• History club 

• Textiles club 

• Ukulele club 

• Dungeons and Dragons 
• Geography Globetrotters 
 
 

 

https://www.kingswood.co.uk/activity-centres/dearne-valley/


Student Leadership 
We have a strong programme of Student Leaders in school who are involved in 
making changes to school.  We want our students to take up importance 
positions in the Student Leadership programme and will support you 
throughout.  You will have to complete an application form and maybe even 
have an interview, but don’t panic, lots of students do this and always say they 
enjoyed it and learn from it.   
 
We have positions like: 

• Head of Year (Boy and Girl) 

• Deputy Head of Year (Boy and Girl) 

• Year Prefects 

• Subject Leaders 
 
You will get to work with older students in school, raise money for your 
favourite charities, volunteer in the community and organize trips. 
 
If you are a good role model, hard working, a team player and want to make a difference, then this is 
definitely worth getting involved in. 
 
Music lessons 
Our Music department are experts at teaching students’ new instruments.  Not only will you learn how 
to play different instruments in your lessons but you will also be able to sign up to extra music sessions 
developing your ability to play the  guitar, piano, drums, bass, violin and voice (singing).   
 
Rewards (stamps and trips) 
At Hanson we recognise those who work hard, are polite, show resilience and always try their best.  In 
lessons you will gain lots of stamps from your teachers and you can build these stamps into credits 
which will get you things like: 
 

• Positive messages home via texts, postcards and certificates 

• Lots of praise from your Form Tutor and Pastoral Team 

• Reward activities like cinema afternoons and pop concerts 

• Reward trips to theme parks 
 
Sports teams and sporting excellence  
We have lots of sports teams that compete against other schools in Bradford, West Yorkshire and 
beyond.  There are football (boys and girls), basketball, netball, badminton, athletics, rowing, cricket 
and rugby teams that you can join.  Hanson has a proud tradition of sporting excellence (with lots of ex 
students playing professional sport!) and we have won lots of competitions in recent years.  We want 
you to be the next generation of sports stars so make sure you get involved in these clubs and teams. 
 
The Sport Development Programme 
The Hanson School Sports Development Programme is focused on the development of sporting 
excellence within athletics, badminton, cricket, rowing, swimming, triathlon and rugby league. We also 
support those who excel in sport outside of school by providing you with high level fitness and skills 
training as well academic support whenever this is required.  
 
Our sports development programme has gained national recognition through the AVIVA community 
fund and aims to ensure that every student at Hanson who has the aspirations to be the next world 
champion gets the support they need to achieve their potential.  Bring on the Olympics!!!! 



                                  Careers Programme  
Our extensive Careers Programme in school will get Year 7 students on the road to 
thinking about their future careers and pathways.  You will be supported through 
school all the way until you leave with the aim of getting you on your preferred 
course or apprenticeship.  We will support you when you make your GCSE options 
choices in Year 9, go on Work experience in Year 10 and support your applications      

into 6th Form and University! 
 
In Year 7 and 8 the Careers theme is “Destinations Preparation and Exploration”.  You will start to 
explore what careers are out there and what you are interested in.  You will develop your employability 
skills and begin to make decisions about where your future might lie.  This is exciting stuff!  The future 
is yours and you can be whatever you want to be.  We will support you whatever. 
 
Year 7 

University challenge You will take part in creating your perfect university which will include lots 
of activities in form time and a trip to a university 

Start demo We will show you how to use our dedicated careers website so you can 
begin to explore and research lots of different jobs and careers you might 
be interested in 

Subject Careers week Your teachers will spend a week in lessons going through what your subjects 
can lead you on to.  This will open your eyes to lots of careers out there and 
will help you focus your studies 

 
Year 8 

STEM challenge You will take part in a STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths) 
challenge which will involve working with employers from outside of school 
and a trip, again! 

Subject Careers week Building on from the lessons in Year 7 your teachers will help you explore all 
the different careers your subjects can lead to.   

 
https://hansonschool.org.uk/careers-ceiag/ 
 
 
 

Helpful websites: 

https://youngminds.org.uk/resources/school-resources/find-your-feet-transitioning-to-secondary-
school/ 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/tags/zh4wy9q/starting-secondary-school/1 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/collections/life-and-wellbeing/1 

 

 

 

 

https://hansonschool.org.uk/careers-ceiag/
https://youngminds.org.uk/resources/school-resources/find-your-feet-transitioning-to-secondary-school/
https://youngminds.org.uk/resources/school-resources/find-your-feet-transitioning-to-secondary-school/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/tags/zh4wy9q/starting-secondary-school/1
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/collections/life-and-wellbeing/1


FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS (FAQS) 

What time does school start and finish? 
The school day starts at 8.30am and finishes at 2.50pm. Most students arrive in school around 8.15am 
so they arrive to their first lesson on time.  
 
Does school have a breakfast club? 
Yes. Breakfast is served in the canteen from 8am-8.30am. There is a free breakfast choice for those 
students on Free School Meals, or you can buy what you would like.  
 
Will anyone from my primary school be in my form with me? 
Yes. The Pastoral Team speak to your Primary School Teachers who let them know about friendship 
matches. They then use this information when placing each student in their forms.  
 
How many forms are in Year 7? 
There are 12 forms in Year 7.  
 
How many lessons do we have in each day?  
Each day you have 5 lessons which are an hour each. You also have form time which lasts for 25 minutes. 
 
What time is break and lunch? 
Break is at 11.00am and lunch is at 12.15pm.  
 
What can I buy for break time snack? 
There are lots of different options for break time snacks. Bacon and sausage sandwiches, toast, beans 
on toast, sandwiches, waffles etc.  
 
What can I buy for my dinner and how much will it cost me? 
You can choose from a number of options for dinner; this is a set hot meal which includes a main course, 
pudding and a drink. This menu changes daily and is £2.60. 
A range of cold sandwiches are available, hot panini’s, hot and cold wraps, salads, pasta or noodle pots. 
These will cost no more than a price of a set meal.  
 
What happens at lunchtime?  
Lunchtime starts at 12.15pm. Years 7, 9 and 11 have lunch together. There are clubs on at lunchtime 
which students can attend, or students can spend their time with friends in the canteen or outside. The 
library is also open for students to complete homework or read.  
Clubs include Football, Geography, Film, Games, Choir, Science, Hanson Voices and Art.  
 
What drinks can I bring with me? 
Water or dilute juice. No fizzy pop or energy drinks are allowed. 
 
Where can I buy a Hanson uniform? 
Hanson uniform can be bought from Henry Smiths in Shipley and ties can be bought for £5.00 from 
school.  
 
 
 



Can girls wear skirts? 
No. Girls are required to wear tailored trousers.  
 
Am I allowed to wear jewellery?  
Small plain stud earrings. No other jewellery allowed. Multiple ear piercings or other piercings are not 
permitted.  
 
What footwear can I wear?  
Plain black shoes, trainers, pumps or boots.  
 
Can girls wear make up? 
Girls are encouraged to be make up free for school.  
 
Why do I need a lanyard? 
A lanyard is your form of ID in school and it is also used to purchase food, drink and for printing.  
 
When will I get a lanyard? 
On the first day in Year 7 your student photograph will be taken. This photo will then be used to make 
your lanyard which will then be given to you on your second week in Year 7.  
 
Are there after school clubs?  
There are lots of clubs available after school and the Year 7 club timetable will be displayed in the Key 
Stage 3 Hub and in your form room. Clubs include trampoline, badminton, athletics, football, drama, 
music, Hanson Choir, Science, netball, dance, cheerleading etc.  
 
Am I allowed to bring my phone into school?  
You are not allowed to bring in a mobile phone in to school and we would prefer it if students left them 
at home. If you do need to bring in a phone, it needs to be switched off and left in your bag or locker. 
If a student is caught with a phone in a lesson, on the corridor or anywhere in school, this will be 
removed and a parent will have to collect it from our visitor reception.  
 
How many times will I have PE each week?  
Twice a week, each time for 1 hour. 
 
Is PE gender separated?  
Yes. Boys and girls are separated and have separate changing rooms.  
 
What can I do if I get lost?  
You might get lost in school on your first week, but don’t panic. There are always staff around school 
who can help and point you in the right direction. Teachers expect students to be slightly slow at getting 
to lessons in the first week or two as they are still getting to know the building.  
 
Who can I go to if I am worried, upset or unhappy?  
There are lots of people in school who can help you if you’re worried or upset. Firstly, your Form Tutor 
can help you as they see you each day and will be more than happy to listen and support you. The 
Pastoral Team are also available to speak to before and after school, at lunch or during break time. If 
your concern is really urgent they may also be able to help during the school day.  



There is also a ‘Well-Being’ Team at Hanson who are there to help; they along with your Pastoral Team 
can put support in place such as counselling, group work, nurture and referrals to other support 
networks such as the School Nurse.  
 
How do I know what classes I have at what times? 
Each Year 7 is given their own timetable. This states the lessons you have and at what times. The 
classroom number is also noted on the timetable.  
 
How will I find my class? 
Your lesson will be shown on your timetable, along with a room number which you will need to go to. 
Each room number starts with the floor the class room is on; for example if you have a lesson in room 
123, you will be on the first floor or if you have a lesson in room 459, you will be on the fourth floor. If 
your room number has four digits it means you are in the West Wing, for example 2116, you will be on 
the second floor in the West Wing.  
 
What school trips can I go on? 
Each year in Year 7 we have we have a residential.  This is a camping trip where you can get involved in 
lots of outdoor activities such as building fires, making dens, setting traps etc. In addition to the 
residential we have rewards trips at the end of school terms; these are usually picked by the students 
and we go to the cinema, bowling etc.  At the end of each year we have a big rewards day, this usually 
involves trips to Flamingo Land or the cinema. There are other opportunities to go on trips with your 
teachers; these include Skiing, a French Trip and many more.  
 
Is there a rewards system and will I get rewarded for hard work/good attendance? 
At Hanson we constantly aim to reward hard work, good attendance and effort. Teachers will give you 
stamps in planners for students who have tried hard and these are recorded on your profile by your 
Form Tutor. The students with the most stamps or credits may win prizes, have postcards sent home, 
receive certificates or go on trips. Students are praised for good attendance and are often rewarded in 
attendance assemblies.  
 
What can I do if I feel like I am being bullied?  
If you feel like you could be a victim of bullying it is important to speak out. Your Form Tutor, the 
Pastoral Team or the ‘Well-Being’ Team are the best people to help you. You could also speak to any 
member of staff you feel comfortable with.  
 
Are there lockers in Hanson? 
Lockers are available on a first come, first served basis. There is not enough for everyone so you have 
to be quick and bring a padlock into school to secure yourself a locker for the year. Lockers are free of 
charge although we do recommend spending money on a good quality padlock to keep your belongings 
secure.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

  
 
 
 
 



 

 
 


