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It’s time to 
make your 

subject 
choices 

Welcome to this booklet designed 

to help you choose the next steps 

in your learning journey.  
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Dear Parents, Carers and Students 

We are pleased to introduce you to this year’s Key Stage 4 (KS4) 
curriculum booklet, outlining details of the courses offered in 
Years 10  to 11.   

 

We have created a broad and balanced curriculum with a high 
degree of flexibility, which will allow students the opportunity to 
specialise in subjects which they particularly enjoy, or in which 
they excel.  The curriculum will also encourage students to        
develop other skills and attributes including those of physical, 
social, moral and cultural benefit. 

 

Hanson School is proud of its record of providing a broad range 
of Key Stage 4 courses to engage and motivate students, allowing 
them to achieve the highest possible success in the future. We 
endeavour to do all we can to support all students through this 
process. It is therefore imperative that you make the most of 
every opportunity as we guide you through your options process. 

Yours faithfully 

 

 

 

Mr R Woods 

Headteacher 
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Preparing for your future: 

The 
Hanson 

Core Offer 
Everyone at Hanson School studies 

the following subjects that are 

considered to be academically, 

socially and culturally essential.  
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GCSE English 
You will work towards 

achieving a GCSE in English 

Language and a GCSE in 

English Literature.  

PE 
You will have the opportunity to take part in a range of 

physical activities related to PE and Sport. 

GCSE Math You will work towards 

achieving a GCSE in Math. 

GCSE Science 
By invitation you will either work 

towards achieving three GCSEs in 

Chemistry, Biology & Physics OR 

two GCSEs in Combined Science. 

PSHCE  
You will have the opportunity to deepen your knowledge 

of health and well-being, relationships and living in the 

wider world, via drop-down days and during tutor time.  

Religious 

Studies 

You will have the opportunity to learn about different 

religions, practices and beliefs, via drop-down days and 

during tutor periods.  
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Choosing your option subjects:  

1: 
Read about the Hanson Core Curriculum 

that all students study on pages 4 and 5. 

2: 
Think carefully about what you enjoy learning 

the most by looking at pages 7, 8 and 9.  

3: 
Read about the courses we offer by looking at the 

subject profiles written by our staff - page 10 

4: 
Be inspired by the careers that our students have 

gone onto follow by reading pages 52 and 53.  

5: 
On each subject page are contact details 

for teachers you can talk to; they will help 

to guide you further.  

6: 
Make your choices by following the 

instructions on page 54.  

N.B: This Option’s Booklet is complemented by a series of assemblies, subject  

guidance and advice, an Option’s Evening and an interview with the Career’s Team.  
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Health and Social Care 

Combined Science 

Biology 

Physics 

Chemistry  

Mathematics 

Biology 

Physics 

Chemistry 

Geography 

Design Technology  

Business  

Computing  

Physics 

Engineering 

About the world 

Choices that help you 

understand the world 

we live in.  

Caring for others 

Choices that are useful 

for jobs where you  

help others.   

Medicine 

A first step on the path 

to becoming a doctor, 

dentist or veterinarian.  

New technologies 

Choices for learning 

about new technology 

in the modern world.  

Page: 30 

4 

4 

4 

4 

Page: 4 

4 

4 

28 

Page: 4 12,26,46 

14,36 

4 

Page: 18,20 

24 
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Design Technology  

Engineering  

Art and Design  Hospitality and Catering 

Mathematics  

Business  

French 

Spanish 

English Literature 

English Language 

Sociology 

History 

Health and Social Care 

Media 

Religious Studies 

Language learning 

Choices for students 

who enjoy writing and 

speaking languages. 

Being creative 

Choices that are great for creative 

students who like making things. 

About hospitality 

Choices that help 

students to understand 

what it is like to work in 

the hospitality industry.   

About society 

Choices for students 

who want to 

understand how 

society works.  

I Media 

24 

10 

40 

Page: 18,20 

36 

Page: 34 

4 

12,26,46 

38 

4 

4 

Page: 38 

32 

30 

44 

Page: 48 
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Sociology 

History 

English Language 

English Literature 

Music 

Dance 

Drama 

English Language 

English Literature 

Sport and PE 

Dance 

Drama 

Business Studies 

Retail 

Computing (Various) 

Enterprise 

About being active 

Choices for students who 

enjoy being active rather 

than passive. 

About law 

Choices that are good 

for students who are 

thinking about a ca-

reer in law.  

About performance 

Choices for students 

who enjoy taking part 

in performing arts.  

About commerce 

Choices for students 

who want to learn how 

businesses work.  

32 

4 

4 

Page: 48 16 

22 

4 

Page: 42 

4 

16 

22 

Page: 50 46 

14,36 

Page: 12 

26 
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AQA (8202) 

 

Find out more: 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/art-and-design/gcse/art-and-design-8201-8206 

Awarding Body and Specification 

GCSE Art & Design 

How will I be assessed?  

Component 1—Portfolio of work— 60% 

All work completed by students before externally set exam.  

Component 2— Externally Set Exam—40% 

Released January of student’s final GCSE year. 

12 weeks prep work plus 10 hour exam.  

What will you study? 

During the GCSE you will cover a variety of topics where you will have the 

opportunity to experiment with numerous materials and be taught new artist 

techniques. You will research existing artists and analyse how they work, using 

their pieces to inspire your own portfolio. Art doesn’t always have to be on 

paper; during GCSE you will be encouraged to experiment with photography, 

3D materials and digital art to express your skills and create an enriched body 

of work. Each project theme will end in a final piece where you will work 

outside your book to create a large piece showcasing all your new skills. 
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You will work practically in lessons to produce a body of work both inside and 

outside of sketchbooks using a wide range of different materials and 

techniques. You will be offered one on one support and shown high quality 

demonstrations and examples.  

How will you learn?  

Why choose this subject?  

If you believe you can create a personal voice through your art then GCSE 

Art and Design is definitely the subject for you. Art and Design is for the self 

motivated student who enjoys exploring all creative avenues in life and is 

excited at the prospect of a future career in the creative industry.   

Pathways and Future Progression 

GCSE Art and Design can lead onto an Art A-Level at Hanson Sixth Form. 

Students in recent years have been successful in accepting a place on 

courses to study courses such as:  

Graphic Design  

Photography  

Video Game Design  

Interior Design 

Mrs Postings 

Miss McCurrie   

Miss D’Abreu   

 

Contacts 
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Edexcel (1BS0) 

Find out more: 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/business-

2017.html 

Awarding Body and Specification 

GCSE Business  

How will I be assessed?  

Two written examinations sat at the end of Year 11: 

Paper 1: 1 hour 30 minutes (50% of the qualification) 

Paper 2: 1 hour 30 minutes (50% of the qualification) 

The paper will consist of calculations, multiple-choice, short-answer and 

extended-writing questions. 

What will you study? 
You will start by exploring the world of small businesses through the lens of an 

entrepreneur. How and why do business ideas come about? What makes a 

successful business? You will understand how to make a business effective, 

manage money and see how the world around us affects small businesses and 

all the people involved.  

Then you will move on to investigating business growth. How does a business 

develop beyond the start-up phase? You will learn about key business concepts 

and issues and decisions you need to make when growing a business and 

working in a global business.  
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Lessons will be topical; teachers will make use of Internet-based clips and 

news headlines to stimulate discussion. You will undertake research on 

the computers and put together presentations showcasing your findings.  

How will you learn?  

Pathways and Future Progression 

GCSE Business Studies can lead onto Business in the Sixth Form and to a 

wide range of careers including marketing, customer service and human 

resources. 

Contacts 

Mr D Sayer  

Miss K Hainsworth 

Miss J Fretwell  

If you enjoy communicating and explaining your ideas, thinking creatively 

and making decisions, working with numbers to solve business problems, 

learning about the world of business through real and relevant local and 

international brands, then the GCSE Business course is the right subject 

for you. It is topical and will give you a better understanding of the world. 

Why choose this subject?  
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GCSE Computer Science 

OCR GCSE Computer Science (J277) 

Find out more: 

https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/computer-science-j277-from-2020/   

 

Awarding Body and Specification 

How will I be assessed?  

Two written examinations sat at the end of Year 11: 

Paper 1: 1 hour 30 minutes (50% of the qualification) 

Paper 2: 1 hour 30 minutes (50% of the qualification) 

These papers consist of multiple choice questions, short response questions 

and extended response questions. 

What will you study? 
You will start by gaining an understanding of the fundamental principles and 

concepts of Computer Science, including abstraction, decomposition, logic, 

algorithms, and data representation.  

You will analyse problems in computational terms through practical experience 

of solving such problems, including designing, writing and debugging programs.  

You will learn about the components that make up digital systems, and how they 

communicate with one another and with other systems.  

You will understand the impact of digital technology to the individual and to 

wider society. 
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In Year 10 you will study Component 1 of the specification with some elements 

of Component 2. Lessons will be based on each topic area where class activities 

will support in the development of the students understanding.  You will be 

introduced to programming concepts in Year 10 which will be developed 

further in Year 11.  

How will you learn?  

Pathways and Future Progression 

GCSE Computer Science  can lead onto Computer Science at A Level and 

Cambridge Technicals in ICT. It will also lead you onto a wide range of 

careers including Computer Technicians, Network Managers, Web 

Developers, Games Developers etc. 

Mr Aswat    

Mrs Parveen    

Mr Ahmed 

Contacts 

Computer Science is a dynamic and rapidly growing area that has become an 

integral part of the world that we live in today. The knowledge and experience 

from studying Computer Science will provide you with a strong foundation to 

pursue a career in the ever expanding IT industry.  

Computer Science is also engaging and practical subject, encouraging creativity 

and problem solving. It will help you develop problem solving and analytical 

skills which are a essential skill for life. 

Why choose this subject?  
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AQA (8236) 

 

Find out more: 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/dance/gcse/dance-8236/changes-for-2022 

Awarding Body and Specification 

GCSE Dance 

How will I be assessed?  

Component 1 - Performance (30% of the qualification) and 

Choreography (30% of the qualification)  

 

Component 2 - Dance Appreciation  (40% of the qualification) 

What will you study? 

Throughout the two years, the course will be split into two components. 

Within Component 1, you will work practically on a variety of performance 

styles and choreographic techniques.  

 

In Component 2, you will focus on the theoretical aspects of dance. You will 

look at an anthology of 6 varied set works and question the elements of study 

that will take place practically.  

17  

 

Performance elements  - you will perform a series of set phrases through a 

solo performance and/or a duet or trio dance lasting between 3-5 minutes.  

Choreographic elements - you will choreograph a solo or group piece between 

2-3 minutes.   

How will you learn?  

Why choose this subject?  

GCSE Dance will develop your ability to engage in different types of dance 

and to develop your involvement in physical activity as part of a healthy, 

active lifestyle. You will be able to develop knowledge and understanding of 

a range of dance styles through the process of performing and 

choreographing. 

Pathways and Future Progression 

GCSE Dance can lead to a Sixth Form BTEC National Award,  BTEC 

Certificate or Diploma in Dance. It can also lead to a wide range of career 

opportunities in the Performing Arts Industry. There is also the 

opportunity to progress to A Level Dance or access opportunities in some 

of the Dance schools we have links with such as ‘The Northern School of 

Contemporary Dance’. 

Mrs Keeton 

Mr Hatton 

Miss Ridealgh 

 

Contacts 
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AQA (8552) 

 

Find out more: 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/design-and-technology 

Awarding Body and Specification 

How will I be assessed?  

You will complete 2 Unit’s of work: 

50% Coursework  

50% Exam (2 hours, 100 marks made up from a range of multiple choice 

and extended answer questions)  Made up of 3 sections; Section A—

Core Technical Principles, Section B—Specialist Technical Principles, 

Section C—Design & Making Principles. 

What will you study? 

You will take part in one unit of coursework as well as a range of skills 
based projects.  The coursework is designed to develop your designing 
skills along with practical skills and your understanding of materials 
including the use of CAD/CAM.   
 
This course gives you  the opportunity to design and make products 
using wood, metal and plastic. 

Resistant Materials 

GCSE Design Technology 
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You will learn through a mixture of projects and theory based lessons.  You will 

undertake a range of different skills based projects where you will design and 

make a range of products and furniture.   

How will you learn?  

Why choose this subject?  
GCSE D&T Resistant Materials is a new course and covers many elements of the 

old GCSE Product Design course.  It  will prepare you to participate confidently 

and successfully in an increasingly technological world. Its practical, problem 

solving and creative approach to Design & Technology will provide you with the 

opportunity to design and make models and final products in the well equipped 

workshops.  You will work with a wide range of materials to communicate, 

create and develop your designs and demonstrate  their practical skills and 

understanding of materials.   

Pathways and Future Progression 

GCSE D&T Resistant Materials is excellent preparation for a well paid career in 

the Design or Engineering Industries including Architecture, Graphic Design, 

Product Design or Mechanical Engineering.  Many students choose to develop 

skills further by going on to study Product Design A level at Hanson.   

Mrs Postings   

Mr Barton    

Mr Clemmett 

Contacts 
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AQA (8552) 

Find out more: 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/design-and-technology 

 

Awarding Body and Specification 

How will I be assessed?  

Component 1—Portfolio of work— 60% 

All work completed by students before externally set exam.  

Component 2— Externally Set Exam—40% 

Released January of student’s final GCSE year. 

12 weeks prep work plus 10 hour exam.  

What will you study? 

You will take part in one unit of coursework as well as a range of skills-based 

projects.  The coursework will develop your designing skills along with practical 

skills and your understanding of materials including the use of CAD/CAM.   

 

You will develop your knowledge of fabrics, smart materials, embellishments 

and various techniques used to decorate and assemble garments and other 

textiles products.  There will also be an element of core subject knowledge 

which will draw on what you learnt in Key Stage 3. 

Textiles 

GCSE Design Technology 
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You will learn through a mixture of projects and theory based lessons.  You will 

undertake a range of different skills based projects where you will design and 

make a range of products including garments, educational toys and household 

textiles. 

How will you learn?  

Why choose this subject?  

Its practical and creative approach to Design and Technology will provide 

you with the opportunity to design and make textile products whilst 

demonstrating your understanding of materials.  You will work with a wide 

range of different fabrics and materials to communicate, create and 

develop your designs and develop practical outcomes.   

Pathways and Future Progression 

GCSE D&T with Textiles could lead to a well paid job in the textile industry,       

A Levels and/or a degree course in Fashion, Interior Design or Technological/

Scientific courses investigating smart materials or designing new fabrics.           

A good GCSE grade in Textiles could lead to entry to A Level Textiles at Hanson. 

Mrs Postings    Mr Barton 

Mr Delves Holmes    Miss Abbasi 

Mrs Daykin 

Contacts 
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OCR (J316) 

Find out more: 

https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/242630-specification-accredited-gcse-drama-j316.pdf 

Awarding Body and Specification 

GCSE Drama 

How will I be assessed?  

Component 01/02 Devising Drama (30% of qualification) 

Component 03 Presenting and Performing Texts (30% of qualification) 

Component 04 Performance and Response (40% of qualification)  

What will you study? 

In Year 10, you will begin by researching and exploring a series of different 

stimulus set by the exam board. You will work collaboratively with others and 

create your own devised drama.  

In Year 11,  you will develop and apply theatrical skills within an acting role by 

presenting a showcase of two extracts from a performance text.  

At the end of Year 11, you will explore practically a performance text to 

demonstrate your  knowledge and understanding of drama.  

You will also analyse and evaluate live theatre within a written context.   
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Lessons will work practically via creating, refining and performing. You will also 

log your progress and analyse the impact. Written work will be portfolio based 

focusing on the development process.  

How will you learn?  

Why choose this subject?  

Drama is an exciting and thrilling subject that is practical, engaging and 

creative. It will provide you with  opportunities to understand and create drama 

as a practical art form, in which ideas and meaning are communicated to an 

audience through informed artistic choices.  The main purpose of this course is 

to allow students to study drama in an expressive way to showcase 

performance material to live audiences.  

Pathways and Future Progression 

This course will prepare you for further study of Drama or Performing Arts as 

well as developing transferable skills desired by further education, higher 

education and employers in all sectors of industry.  This course will help you 

create independence as a student, critical thinking skills and effective decision 

making - all personal attributes that can make you stand out as you progress 

through your education. and into employment. 

Mrs Keeton 

Mr Hatton 

Miss Ridealgh 

 

Contacts 
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WJEC  (9790) 

 

Find out more: 

https://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/level-1-2-vocational-award-in-engineering/ 

Awarding Body and Specification 

L1/2 Engineering 

How will I be assessed?  

Engineering Level 1 / 2 Award (IVQ) is split into 3 units and the assessment 

is done in school  internally and by the exam board.  

Unit 1: Engineering Design controlled assessment in school (25%) 

Unit 2: Engineered Practical controlled assessment in school (50%) 

Unit 3: Solving Engineering Problems External Examination (25%) 

What will you study? 

The qualification introduces you to the various skills and knowledge 

available within the engineering field, providing you with the opportunity 

to develop engineering skills through practical and theory based tasks set 

in real life problem solving situations that engineers deal with. 
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Design Communication: as an engineer you need to communicate your designs 

to other people through sketches, technical drawings and the use of 2D and 3D 

CAD software. 

Engineering Production: you make a full size product where you can apply your 

engineering manufacturing skills using hand and machine tool  as well as CNC 

computer controlled machines and 3D printers. 

Engineering Theory: learning the theory and knowledge of processes and 

materials for your exam. 

How will you learn?  

Why choose this subject?  
If you are curious about how things work and have a keen mind for applying 

what you learn to solve real world problems, engineering is the perfect avenue 

for your talents.  The skills that you develop as an engineer are incredibly 

valuable and highly sought after. People will turn to you to help solve problems 

for them since this is your bread and butter skill. The ability to provide practical 

solutions to problems is crucial and will give you great confidence when faced 

with any challenge or obstacle.  

Pathways and Future Progression 

GCE in Engineering     GCE in Design & Technology 

Principal Learning Level 3 in Engineering Apprenticeships in Engineering 

Mrs Postings 

Mr Clemmett  

 

 

Contacts 



26  

 

Pearson/Edexcel 

 

Find out more: 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-tech-awards/

enterprise.html 

Awarding Body and Specification 

L1/2 Enterprise 

How will I be assessed?  

Two units which are internally assessed C/W and one unit which is an external exam 

Component 1: Exploring Enterprises (30% of total grade) 

Component 2: Planning for and Pitching an Enterprise Activity (30% of total grade) 

Component 3: Promotion and Finance for Enterprise (40% of total grade) 

What will you study? 

Component 1: You will be able to examine the characteristics of enterprises and 
explore how market research helps them to meet customer needs and 
understand competitor behavior. You will investigate the factors that contribute 
to enterprise success. 
 
Component 2: You will explore ideas and plan for your own micro-enterprise 
activity, before pitching and reviewing your idea. 
 
Component 3: You will explore the different promotional methods used by 
enterprises and the factors that influence how they identify and target their 
market. You will explore financial documents and how to use them to monitor 
and improve their performance.  
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The internal units will involve market research, via the Internet and face to face, 

before applying these findings to produce your coursework using various 

applications such as Word, Powerpoint and Publisher. The external units will 

involve classroom teaching, Q and A and case studies. Internet clips and TV 

programs will support your understanding. 

How will you learn?  

Why choose this subject?  

The qualification enables you to develop your technical skills, such as market 

research skills, planning, promotional and financial skills using realistic work 

scenarios, and personal skills, (such as monitoring your own performance, time 

management and problem solving). You will develop your academic and 

vocational knowledge and skills. 

Pathways and Future Progression 
A Levels as preparation for entry into higher education in a range of business-

related subjects. 

A Vocational qualification at Level 3, such as a BTEC National in Enterprise and 

Entrepreneurship, which prepares you to enter employment or apprenticeships, 

or to move on to higher education by studying a degree in the business sector. 

Mr Sayer 

Miss Hainsworth 

Miss Fretwell 

Contacts 
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AQA (8035) 

 

Find out more: 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/geography/gcse/geography-8035 

Awarding Body and Specification 

GCSE Geography 

How will I be assessed?  

Three written examinations sat at the end of Year 11: 

Paper 1:  1 hour  30 minutes   (35% 0f GCSE) 

Paper 2:  1 hour  30 minutes   (35% of GCSE) 

Paper 3:  1 hour  15 minutes   (30% of GCSE ) 

The papers consist of knowledge  and skills based descriptions, explanations 

and analysis with students studying  geographical human and physical elements 

using  a range of sources  and teaching techniques. 

What will you study? 

You will study  physical landscapes, how they are formed and the challenges 

they present. For example, coasts, rivers, tectonic  and atmospheric hazards , 

and  living environments ,such as deserts and rainforests. 

 

You will also examine the challenges presented in the human world; increasing 

populations, industry, and  global environmental issues such as climate change.  

 

Finally, you will be taught through the use of geographical skills such as 

mapping, graphing and  statistics. 
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You will learn via case study material, discussion and online content. You will 

apply critical thinking and problem-solving and have the opportunity to 

demonstrate geographical skills and applied knowledge and understanding. You 

will undertake some geographical enquiries as part of the fieldwork element. 

How will you learn?  

Why choose this subject?  

Employers and universities see geography as a robust academic subject rich in 

skills, knowledge and understanding. As a subject linking the arts and the 

sciences it is highly flexible in terms of what you can combine it with, both at 

GCSE and A Level.  It is one of the EBACC subjects confirming its importance as 

an option you should strongly consider. 

Pathways and Future Progression 

Upon completion of this two year course, students will have the skills and 

experience to progress onto A-level and beyond.  If you choose to take 

geography on to university there are literally hundreds of courses to choose 

from and the range of career areas is extensive. GCSE Geography gives 

students an opportunity to use skills relevant to many contemporary careers, 

for example, journalism and researching, as well as more defined careers in 

conservation, global economics and  hazard mitigation. 

Mrs Taylor 

Mrs Robinson 

Contacts 
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OCR Cambridge National Level 1/2  in Health and Social Care (J801 / J811) 

 

Find out more: 

https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/cambridge-nationals/health-and-social-

care-level-1-2-j835/ 

Awarding Body and Specification 

L 1/2 Health and Social Care 

How will I be assessed?  

One written examination in Year 11 and two internally assessed coursework units. 

Exam unit—Principles of care in HSC settings 1 hour 15 minutes 

Mandatory unit—Supporting individuals through life events  

Optional unit—Creative and therapeutic activities  

 

What will you study? 

You will learn about growth and development through the life stages and 

gain an understanding of the needs of individuals who have been affected 

by life events and the recommended support needed to meet their needs.   

You will then learn the fundamental principles of how to care and protect 

people in health and social care.    

Finally you will research therapies and learn about how they can benefit 

people by exploring the benefits of creative activities.  From this learning 

you will then be required to plan and deliver a creative activity to a group 

or individual. 
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Lessons are based around case studies, which makes learning relevant and 

easier to apply to the topic being taught.  Students will write up this learning 

using relevant HSC examples to support their explanation as part of their 

written course work units or complete an exam style question in order to assess 

their level of understanding. 

How will you learn?  

Why choose this subject?  

This learning will provide a sound foundation for your next step  post 16, as it 

will support your ability to think creatively, analytically, logically and critically.  

As a result you would develop independence and confidence in using these 

skills, which are an essential requirement for working within the health and 

social care sector. 

Pathways and Future Progression 

This qualification will allow you to study Cambridge Technical Level 3 in Health 

and Social Care in Sixth Form or support your transition into a Health and Social 

care apprenticeship. 

Mrs Flannery 

Mrs Khan 

Miss Sunderland 

 

 

 

Contacts 
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Edexcel (1HI0) 

Find out more: 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/history-

2016.html 

Awarding Body and Specification 

GCSE History 

How will I be assessed?  

Three written examinations sat at the end of Year 11: 

Paper 1:  1 hour 15 minutes  

Paper 2: 1 hour 45 minutes 

Paper 3: 1 hour 20 minutes 

The paper will consist of knowledge based descriptions, explanations and analysis 

with students studying historical interpretations and sources and analysis. 

What will you study? 

Teaching will be broadly chronological. Starting with an examination into how 

Crime and Punishment has changed over the last 1000 years. You will do a 

case study of Whitechapel in the 1880s examining why Jack the Ripper was 

able to commit , and get away with committing, a series of brutal murders. 

You will then go on to study Early Elizabethan England, drawing comparisons 

with the Crime and Punishment topic studied earlier.  

In  Year 11 you will examine life in Weimar and Nazi Germany, ending in a 

study of Superpower Relations and the Cold War. 

33  

 

Lessons will be taught by subject specialists, who fully understand the rigour of 

both the course content, and the best way to answer examination questions. 

How will you learn?  

Why choose this subject?  

History is always a very popular subject, tapping into your interest in the 

content and the detailed analysis of historical interpretations and historical 

sources. We draw parallels with the present and, as a student, you will realise 

how the past has shaped the world we live in today. 

Pathways and Future Progression 

GCSE History gives you an opportunity to use skills relevant to many 

contemporary careers, for example, journalism, researching, broadcasting  

and law. 

Mrs Taylor 

 

 

Contacts 
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WJEC   

Find out more: 

https://www.wjec.co.uk/qualifications/level-1-2-vocational-award-in-

hospitality-and-catering/#tab_overview 

Awarding Body and Specification 

L1/2 Hospitality & Catering 

How will I be assessed?  

You will be assessed on the work completed during 2 Units of Work: 

Unit 1 — Hospitality & Catering Industry — 90 minutes exam, externally  

assessed. 

Unit 2 — Hospitality & Catering in Action — coursework task 

Plan, prepare and cook nutritional dishes to address  which includes a 3 hour 

assessed practical cooking session. 

What will you study? 

This course concentrates on the hospitality and catering industry.  You  

will develop the knowledge and understanding related to a range of 

hospitality and catering providers, how they operate and what they have 

to take into account to be successful.  You will have the opportunity to 

learn about issues related to nutrition and food safety and how they affect 

successful hospitality and catering operations. In this qualification, you will 

also develop food preparation and cooking skills as well as transferable 

skills of problem solving, organisation and time management, planning 

and communication. 
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The course provides lots of opportunity for hands on learning through 

preparing different commodities . We aim to sit the exam in Year 10 and we 

concentrate on lots of topics including factors that effect the success of the 

hospitality industry, food safety practices and legislation, preventing  illness, 

nutrients, and cooking techniques. In Year 11 we concentrate on the practical 

exam exploring low, medium and high level skills. 

How will you learn?  

Why choose this subject?  

The Hospitality Industry employs over 10% of the British workforce so having an 

insight into how these businesses work, can give a massive advantage when 

applying for part time jobs in the future. You will learn about all aspects of food 

preparation, planning and presentation as well as the theoretical knowledge 

needed  to succeed. 

Pathways and Future Progression 

This course can lead to various different careers in the food industry such as 

Nutritionist, Dietician, Food Teacher or Restaurant Manager.  There are many 

well paid and exciting employment opportunities in this growth industry. 

Mrs Simpson  

Miss Abbasi  

Mrs Postings 

 

 

Contacts 
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OCR  Cambridge Nationals-Creative I Media J834 

Find out more: 

https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/cambridge-nationals/creative-imedia-

level-1-2-j834/ 

Awarding Body and Specification 

I Media 

How will I be assessed?  

There are two mandatory units: 

Creative I Media in the media industry (Exam - 40%) 

Visual identity and digital graphics (Coursework - 25%) 

And one optional unit:  

Interactive digital media (Coursework - 35%) 

What will you study? 
 
Unit R093: Creative I Media in the media industry 

In this unit you will learn about the sectors, products and job roles that form 
the media industry. You will learn the legal and ethical issues considered and 
the processes used to plan and create digital media products.  

Unit R094: Visual identity and digital graphics 

In this unit you will learn how to develop brands and visual identities for 
clients. Learn to apply graphic design to create original digital graphics. 

Unit R097: Interactive digital media 

In this unit you will learn how to design and create digital media products for 
chosen platforms.  This involves designing games, websites and apps. 
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In Year 10  you will start on the coursework unit R094 where you will be 

introduced to multimedia software and you will develop your skills in Adobe 

Photoshop, Affinity Designer and more. You will be introduced to concepts 

and terminology that will prepare you to study the examined unit  (R093) 

later that year. In Year 11 you will study unit R097 followed with exam 

preparation for the end of Year 11.  

How will you learn?  

Pathways and Future Progression 

Creative I Media will allow you to progress to studying Cambridge Technicals in 

IT within the Sixth Form. This will provide you the foundations to study a     

degree in the IT industry and work as: web designers, graphic artists,           

multimedia producers, animators, sound designers and editors, video producers 

and  game designers.  

Mr Aswat 

Mrs Parveen 

Mr Ahmed 

Contacts 

Creative I Media will be the correct choice if you enjoy graphics and multimedia 

design. The study of creative media will provide you with specific and 

transferable skills that gives a solid foundation in graphics and multimedia 

design. So if you believe you are creative then this is the right course for you! 

Why choose this subject?  
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AQA  (French 8658  and  Spanish  8698) 

 

Find out more: 

AQA GCSE French and Spanish 

Awarding Body and Specification 

GCSE Languages 

How will I be assessed?  

Four exams in Year 11: 

 

Speaking (25%) 

Reading (25%) 

Writing (25%) 

Listening (25%) 

What will you study? 

You will study the language in depth with a focus on vocabulary, grammar 

and developing proficiency in the language. We will explore many themes 

around food, holidays and school. Plus, we will look at wider topics such as 

environment, social problems and health.  

 

You will get the opportunity to learn lots about other countries and 

develop a new perspective on the world, looking through the lens or 

another language. 
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Lessons will be a portal into other cultures and countries and through hands-on 

practice, we will develop your communication skills. You will have the 

opportunity to work with native speakers of the language and participate also 

in a pen-pal exchange.  

How will you learn?  

Why choose this subject?  

Learning a language is a skill for life—you have a fantastic opportunity to be 

able to communicate with many people around the world. Learning a language 

can open many doors in life, learning and curiosity. It will enable you to 

understand other cultures and countries.  

Pathways and Future Progression 

GCSE French and Spanish can lead into A-level French and Spanish and further 

university studies of languages where you will have the opportunity to live 

abroad and study in France or Spain. Furthermore, the possibility to travel is 

endless when you learn another language. 

Mr McDermott 

Mrs Radu 

 

 

 

Contacts 
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AQA (8572) 

 

Find out more: 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/media-studies/gcse/media-studies-8572 

Awarding Body and Specification 

GCSE Media 

How will I be assessed?  

Media One - Written Exam (1 hour 30 minutes  - 35%) 

Media Two - Written Exam (1 hour 30 minutes - 35%) 

Creating a Media Product - You will produce a media product for an 

intended audience (30%)  

What will you study? 

GCSE Media Studies will  engage you in the in depth study of media 

products in relation to the four areas of the theoretical framework: 

  

• media language  • media representation  

• media industries  • media audiences 

 

You will be required to study media products from all of the following 

media forms: • television • film • radio • newspapers • magazines  

• advertising and marketing  • online, social and participatory media • video 

games • music video.  
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Media is a contemporary and interactive subject which encourages students to 

develop their creative, analytical, research, and communication skills, through 

exploring a range of media forms and perspectives. 

You will learn via case studies and discussion and will be given the opportunity 

to explore your creative side.  

How will you learn?  

Why choose this subject?  

How did we ever live without media? It is everywhere in our society today. 

Through this practically based course, you will develop your knowledge and 

understanding of how media is produced and why it is produced.  

You will create, investigate and produce media material in its physical from. 

This will enable you to research and plan the production itself and evaluate      

its impact.  

Pathways and Future Progression 

Here at Hanson we offer Media Studies at A Level. Media Studies is a course for 

students who are interested in a career in Design, English, Journalism  and 

Media. This can then lead onto higher national qualifications at college and 

university, with potential  career opportunities in the wider creative industry.   

Mrs Keeton    Mr Speight 

Mr Mungovin   Mr Hatton 

Contacts 
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EDUQAS  

 

Find out more: 

https://www.eduqas.co.uk/media/by5boopf/eduqas-gcse-music-spec-from-

2016-d.pdf 

Awarding Body and Specification 

GCSE Music 

How will I be assessed?  

Component 1—Performing (30% of qualification) 

Component 2—Composing (30% of qualification) 

Component 3—Appraising  (40% of qualification) 

What will you study? 
 

In Component 1, you will perform a minimum of two pieces, one of which must 

be an ensemble performance of a minimum of 1 minute in duration. The other 

piece(s) may be either solo and/or ensemble.  

 

In Component 2, you will compose two compositions, one of which must be in 

response to a brief set by the exam board. The second composition is a free 

composition for which you can set your own brief.  

 

Finally, in Component 3, you are assessed via a listening examination. Eight 

questions in total, two on each of the four areas of study (A of S).  

 

A of S 1: Musical Forms and Devices  A of S 2: Music for Ensemble  

A of S 3: Film Music        A of S 4: Popular Music.  

 

Two of the eight questions are based on extracts set by the exam board. 
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You will engage actively in the process of music study, developing your 

performance skills individually and in groups. You will  communicate musicality 

with fluency and control, developing your composing skills to organise musical 

ideas, genres, styles and traditions. 

How will you learn?  

Why choose this subject?  

GCSE Music is for learners who want to learn more about performing, 

composing and musical analysis. It will give you an excellent base knowledge of 

the main elements of music and how it is created. GCSE Music broadens 

learners musical experience, develops imagination and fosters creativity.  

Pathways and Future Progression 

This GCSE perfectly equips learners to go on to study music or music 

technology at a more advanced level, either choosing Music A Level, Music  

Technology A Level or BTEC Music. 

 

It also gives learners a range of transferable skills that can be used in other 

subjects at a higher level. All students will leave the course with the lifelong 

skill of playing a musical instrument to a good standard.  

Mrs Keeton   Mr Speight 

Mr Mungovin  Mr Hatton 

Contacts 
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Edexcel Specification B (1RB0) 

Awarding Body and Specification 

GCSE Religious Studies 

How will I be assessed?  

This GCSE is 100% exam based. 

Students will sit two exam papers based on each of the two units they 

will have studied. 

Paper 1: 1 hour 45 minutes worth 50% of the final grade 

Paper 2: 1 hour 45 minutes worth 50% of the final grade 

What will you study? 

The course is the study of two units, Christianity and Islam. 

  

Paper 1: Christianity     Paper 2:  Islam 

Christian Beliefs               Islamic Beliefs 

Marriage and Family Life              Crime and Punishment 

Living the Christian Life              Living the Religious Life 

Matters of Life after Death             Peace and Conflict 

 

Research-based tasks, group work, discussions and debates. External speakers 

will also be invited and trips organised as appropriate.  

How will you learn?  
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Why choose this subject?  

RS will greatly enhanced your ability to argue your own viewpoints clearly and 

concisely, but also learn to understand the viewpoints of others.  RS teaches 

the importance of tolerance within the community and that there are many 

ways to approach any issue. Also, that different people can believe the same 

things for completely different reasons, and that within religions, or even 

within denominations, there are often many contrasting beliefs and opinions. 

Pathways and Future Progression 

The main advantage of GCSE Religious Studies is that it prepares you for life and 

gives you the skills you will need to make the decisions in adult life. 

It is also an excellent preparation for: 

A Level Social Sciences (Law, Sociology and Psychology) 

A Level Religious Studies, History and English. 

Jobs that will appreciate the skills GCSE Religious Studies will give you include 

medicine, law, the police, the armed forces and the caring professions (social 

work, teaching, nursing and probation service).  

Mrs Hawkins 

 

 

 

Contacts 
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WJEC  

 

Find out more: 

https://www.wjec.co.uk/media/cqglj0ev/wjec_l1-2-vocaward-ta_retail-

business_spec_29-07-2021-e.pdf 

Awarding Body and Specification 

L1/2 Retail Business 

How will I be assessed?  

Unit 1: The business of retail  

Written examination (40% of qualification)  

Unit 2: Customer service for retail business  

Controlled assessment (30% of qualification)  

Unit 3: Merchandising and marketing retail products  

Controlled assessment: 8 hours 30% of qualification  

 

 

 

What will you study? 
 
You will learn about the competitive and dynamic nature of the retail 

industry. You will learn about the importance of customer service to retail 

organisations. You will learn about the importance of visual merchandising 

and marketing to retail organisations.   
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The qualification has been devised around the concept of a ‘plan, do, review’ 

approach to learning. This approach mirrors many work related activities in 

retail business and retail operations and also provides for learning in a range of 

contexts thus enabling learners to apply and extend their learning. As such, the 

qualification will provide you with a broad appreciation of work in retail 

business related industries and wider opportunities for progression into further 

education, employment or training.  

How will you learn?  

Pathways and Future Progression 

Studying Retail can lead to other related qualifications such as business, 

management,  accountancy and economics.  

In addition, the Retail Sector is the UK’s largest private sector employer with a 

current employment rate of almost 3 million. Employment opportunities 

range from the shop floor to the showroom, and from head office functions to 

the warehouse.  

 

Mr Sayer   Miss Hainsworth   Miss Fretwell 

 

Contacts 

 

Why choose this subject?  

Studying Retail will allow you to develop a range of generic and transferable 

skills; the ability to solve problems; the skills of project based research,         

development and  presentation;  the ability to work alongside other               

professionals, in a professional environment;  and the ability to apply learning 

in vocational contexts.  
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AQA (8192) 

 

Find out more: 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/sociology/gcse/sociology-8192  

Awarding Body and Specification 

GCSE Sociology 

How will I be assessed?  

Two written examinations sat at the end of Year 11: 

Paper 1: 1 hour 45 minutes (50% of the qualification) 

Paper 2: 1 hour 45 minutes (50% of the qualification) 

The paper will consist of multiple-choice, short-answer and extended-

writing questions. 

What will you study? 
 

Sociology is a rigorous academic subject that is also rooted in the real world. It 

is the study of how society is organised and how we experience life. Studying 

GCSE Sociology enables you to develop critical thinking skills, to analyse and 

interpret the world around you. Topic areas we cover are Family, Education, 

Social Stratification and Crime and Deviance.  
 

Some of the issues we have looked at over the last year include: sexism in the 

family and pop music; the London riots and the impact of media on committing 

a crime. By taking the subject, you become a much more  insightful  individual. 
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Lessons will be topical; teachers will deliver using a more kinesthetic approach 

and flipped learning strategies. Wider links will be made to current affairs and 

news headlines will be used to stimulate discussion. You will work 

independently and will undertake research using Sociological methodology. 

Booklets will also be provided for support. 

How will you learn?  

Why choose this subject?  

GCSE Sociology is a popular subject  at Hanson. You will enjoy this subject if you 

have an interest in the workings of society and have an open mind about 

everyday issues, such as crime, benefits, immigration and poverty. The subject 

is well respected and a Sociology qualification will demonstrate and develop 

your ability to  construct an argument and debate the issues that affect the 

world today. You will learn from enthusiastic and creative teachers who are 

passionate about their subject.  

Pathways and Future Progression 

GCSE Sociology can lead onto advanced courses in Sociology, Psychology, 

Politics, Law, Criminology and onto a wide range of careers including the 

Police, Social Work, Law, Counselling and Journalism. 

Miss Mirza   Mr Malik 

Ms Begum   Mr McInnes 

Contacts 
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OCR GCSE PE (J587) 
OCR Level 1/2 Cambridge National in Sports Science (CNAT—J828) 
 
The PE department will place you on the course that is the most suitable for 
you and on which we feel you will be most successful. 
 
Find out more: 
GCSE PE - https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/234822-specification-accredited-
gcse-physical-education-j587.pdf 
 
CNAT - https://ocr.org.uk/Images/610952-specification-cambridge-nationals-
sport-science-j828.pdf 

Awarding Body and Specification 

Sport and PE 

How will I be assessed?  

GCSE PE - Two written examinations sat at the end of Year 11: 
 
Paper 1: 1 hour (30% of qualification) 
Paper 2: 1 hour (30% of qualification) 
 
Non-examination assessment completed throughout the duration of the 
course and moderated by the OCR at the end of Year 11: 
 
Practical Performance: Three sports (30% of qualification) 
Analysis and Evaluation: Coursework (10% of qualification) 
 
CNAT - One externally assessed unit involving a written exam with one 
opportunity to re-sit.  
 
This can be sat during one of a number of assessment windows 
throughout the duration of the course. 
 
Two non-examined assessment units which are coursework based. These 
are assessed by your teachers and moderated by OCR. 

51  

 

Teachers will deliver content in a variety of stimulating and engaging ways, with 
every attempt to make the course as practical as possible. You will also be given 
the opportunity to learn independently, undertaking research and presenting 
their findings. 

How will you learn?  

Why choose this subject?  

If you enjoy participating in a variety of sports and physical activities,  working as 

a team and communicating with others, learning about the world of sport 

through exploring real life sporting examples or if you have an interest in 

employment within the sports industry, then a PE & Sport course is perfect for 

you. 

 

 

 

Pathways and Future Progression 
A PE & Sport course can lead onto A Level PE or CTEC Sport in the Sixth Form 
and to a wide range of careers including Sports Coach, PE Teacher, Personal 
Trainer, Sports Psychologist or Physiotherapist. 

Mr Ellis   Mrs Harrison 

Contacts 

 

We offer both academic and vocational options in PE & Sport which allows us to 
place you on the correct qualification to ensure that you have the best chance 
of excelling in the subject.   
 
Along with participating in a variety of sports and physical activities you will also 
study the theory of sport. This involves exploring a variety of different topics 
including investigating how your body works during physical activity, types of 
sports injuries, drugs in sport, sports psychology and how to test and improve 
your fitness. 

What will you study?  
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The journey doesn't 
end after GCSEs... 
We are very proud of what our students achieve.  

 

Hanson Sixth Form provides over 40 courses to help you take the 

next step in your favorite subjects once you finish your GCSEs. 

The following pages show examples of how we have helped our 

students to turn the interests they chose at GCSE into a pathway 

towards a fantastic career.  

Healthcare: 
Midwifery, Nursing,  

Physiotherapist, Psychologist   

Medical Science: 
Doctor, Pharmacist,  

Dentist, Veterinarian  

Earth Sciences: 
Environmental Professional, Geologist, 

Meteorologist, Land Surveyor  

Technology/Engineering: Civil Engineer, Chemical Engineer, 

Mechanical Engineer, Construction  
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Art, Design & Media: 
Product Designer, Media Producer, 

Photographer, Artist, Graphic Designer 

Hospitality: 
Restaurant Manager,  

Hospitality and Catering Entrepreneur  

Languages & Culture 
Speech and Language Therapist, Interpreter, 

Cabin Crew, Translator  

Social Sciences:  
Social Worker, Care Worker, 

Counsellor, Mental Health Nurse  

Legal & Law: 
Lawyer, Solicitor,  

Paralegal, Barrister 

Performing Arts: 
Musician, Choreographer,  

Actor, Music Producer  

Sport & Services: 
Sport Coaching, Fitness Instructor,  

Police Officer, Armed Forces  

Business/Finance: 
Accountancy, Financial Adviser, 

Entrepreneur, Human Resources 
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The 
Hanson 

Core 

  English Language 

 English Literature 

Mathematics 

 Science 

Core PE 

Option Block 1 
French 

Option Block 2 

Choose one GCSE from:  
4x Exam (25% Each)  

Compulsory  
Subjects:  

Spanish 4x Exam (25% Each)  

OR 

History 

2x Exam (35%)  

1x Exam (30%)  
Geography 

OR 

2x Exam (30%)  

1x Exam (40%)  

All Year 10 and 11 students at 

Hanson take these core 

subjects. See page 4 for further 

details.  

Choose one GCSE from:  

PSHCE RS 

N.B: A copy of the Option’s Form will be provided for you to make your final choices. This copy is for information only. 
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Art & Design 
Exam (40%) 
Portfolio (60%) 

Business Studies 2x Exam (50% Each) 

Computer  
Science 

2x Exam (50% Each) 

Design Technology 
(Resistant Mat.) 

Exam (50%) 
Coursework (50%) 

Design Technology 
(Textiles) 

Exam (40%) 
Portfolio (60%) 

Dance 
Appreciation (40%) 
Performance (30%) 
Choreography (30%) 

Drama 
Devising Drama (30%) 
Performing Texts (30%) 
Performance (40%) 

Engineering Coursework (75%) 
Exam (25%) 

Enterprise Exam (40%)  
Coursework (60%) 

French 4x Exam (25% each) 

Geography 2x Exam (35%)  
1x Exam (30%)  

Health & Social  
Exam (40%) 
Coursework (60%) 

History 
2x Exam (30%)  
1x Exam (40%)  

Exam (40%)  
Coursework (60%)  

I Media 
Exam (40%) 
Coursework (60%) 

Media  
Studies 

Exam (70%) 
Coursework (30%) 

Music 
Performance (30%) 
Composing (30%) 
Appraising (40%) 

Religious  
Studies 

2x Exam (50% each) 

Retail 
Exam (40%) 
Coursework (60%) 

Courses delivered by the 
department use a mix of 
exams and assessments.  

Spanish 4x Exam (25% each) 

Hospitality & 
Catering 

Sport and PE 

Sociology  2x Exam (50% each) 

Option Block 3 
Choose four subjects from the following list. Two preferred 

choices and two reserve choices. Place your choices in 

order of preference i.e. your favourite choice should be 

written next to 1.  

We hope to allocate you your first choice, however we 

may need to allocate your reserve choice so please 

consider your options carefully. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

NB. Not all subjects may run dependent upon numbers choosing an option. 

Therefore you are not guaranteed to be allocated your subject choices.  


